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Article 8

THE NORTH CAROLINA LAW REVIEW
is a "sound film" or a "talking film" and hence might properly be
within the jurisdiction of a board created to "examine . . .all films."
And some support is sought by reference to a previous decision
treating taxicabs as within the reach of an early statute taxing transportation companies-obviously a clearer case.3 In the language of
the court: "... a statute of such large range and important policy
may not be expected to itemize in full detail all the sources from
which may come the evils it is designed to prevent, nor set forth in
equal detail all methods it allows to be employed. Within the scope
of its intent and design it must possess a kind of universality of application, and, for the proper administration of justice under it, the
'4
spirit, as well as the letter of the law, must be recognized."
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THE

ORGANIZATION OF THE GREENSBORO BAR

The Greensboro Bar Association is the result of changing conditions which brought about new needs. Although lawyers in Guilford County have ever been friendlily associated, an active bar association has only recently come into existence. From the formation
of the County in 1770 to about the beginning of the 20th Century
no organization was needed. The lawyers were few in number and
well known among themselves and by the people in the town of
Greensboro and the surrounding country. With the commencement
of this century it became impossible to place the whole civil docket
for trial at each term of court and this condition called for calendar
setting. The menmbers of the bar in undertaking this task needed a
presiding officer. By reason of seniority in practice and prestige
at the bar Col. James T. Morehead was chosen for this office and
remained as Dean of the Guilford Bar until his death in 1919. Choosing in the same manner Hon. Robert R. King was elected his successor. Under his guidance the Guilford County Bar Association has
been maintained as a body for fixing calendars, considering resolutions and entertaining other strictly business matters in connection
with the Guilford court.
Time was when the lawyers were grouped in one-story offices
about the stately structure known as Ouilford Court House. Not in'Commonwealth v. Quaker City Cab Co., 287 Pa. 161, 134 At. 404 (1926),
reversed on other grounds, Quaker City Cab Co. v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 277 U. S. 389, 48 Sup. Ct. 553 (1928).

"But cf. Censoring the Talkies, (June 5, 1929) New Republic 64.
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frequently they might be found before their offices sitting beneath
the elms that shaded the square. The stentorian sound of their
voices arguing before the juries could be heard from this vantage
point or even in the offices of most of them. Opportunity for friendly
association and occasion for consideration of common affairs was constantly present.
Time came when one gazed at seventeen stories of structural steel
rising for an office -building on the site of the ancient court house,
and mused:
"Once a noble court met here,
Gifted lawyers in their sphere,
Argued, wrestled and stood firm,
Firm and upright as this steel."
With pride the lawyers entered the handsome granite court house
newly erected on a different site. New delegations of lawyers were
coming upon the scene. The old era was passing. Business increasingly demanded that the established lawyers keep busy in their offices
now scattered in the various office buildings. The younger attorney
was not thrown into immediate association with all the seasoned practitioners. The village had become a city in a decade and all the
lawyers were no longer known to the populace. The desire for an
organization burned in the hearts of thoge members of the bar who
commenced the practice at the time when the change from the old
to the new was becoming most imminent.
On June 21, 1927, Greensboro lawyers who had practiced approximately between five and fifteen years organized the Barristers Club.
The purpose of the organization was to encourage legal study, maintain the high ethical standards of the bar, promote professional courtesy and stimulate interest in the organization of a Greensboro Bar
Association. As a study club it has met bi-weeldy for dinner and
discussion of legal subjects since that date. The following program
for a series of meetings is illustrative of these discussions:
The Contitution of North Carolina:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

The development,
The adoption and text,
The amendments,
Important decisions.

On the 15th day of June, 1928 the Barristers Club invited all the
members of the Greensboro Bar to meet for dinner at the Greensboro

